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Welcome to the celebration 

of 25 years of innovation and 

growth at York Science Park Ltd. 

It was in the 1980s when the 

idea of a science park was first 

discussed at the University 

of York. Looking back it is 

impressive that as a young 

university that was still working 

to build its now international 

reputation the University of 

York made the bold decision to 

support the York Science Park 

project. 

Looking at the Park, it is 

unrecognisable as the area 

of land it once was; it is now 

a thriving, bustling business 

community. Since Smith & 

Nephew moved to the park 

in 1993, and the doors to the 

Innovation Centre opened in 

1995, we have grown to 21 

acres plus space on Campus 

East. We manage over 140,000 

square feet currently housing 

more than 1,500 people 

and over the past quarter of 

a century have hosted 424 

inspirational companies.

It is not just the Park that 

has changed, technology has 

changed enormously in the 

past 25 years and it is now 

impossible to imagine any 

office without exceptional 

computing power and devices 

coupled with high-speed 

internet connection. The 

companies we work with every 

day remain at the very cutting 

edge of technology, delivering 

inspiring products and services, 

leading and developing a new 

generation of talent in and 

around York. 

A lot may have changed 

over the last 25 years, but 

our fundamental mission has 

not; we aim to “stimulate 

technology transfer by 

providing knowledge-based 

enterprises with purpose-built 

facilities and direct links to 

the University of York”. Our 

residents have always been 

some of the most innovative, 

creative and dynamic 

companies in the area, who 

have and will continue to 

revolutionise the way we live. 

I am filled with pride when 

I look at all that has been 

achieved over our brief history, 

and as we take this opportunity 

to look to the future, I am 

excited to envision the changes 

and continued development 

of the Park over the next 25 

years.

Tracey Smith,  
Chief Executive Officer

424 
BUSINESSES  

OVER 25 YEARS

LET’S
CELEBRATE
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First browser 
for the internet 
WorldWideWeb 
created by Tim 
Berners-Lee

The first 
Yahoo! Search 

interface is 
founded

Dolly the sheep, 
the first mammal 
to be successfully 
cloned from an 

adult cell

Agreement to 
develop Science 
Park with P&O

Smith & Nephew 
building opened 
by Dame Janet 

Baker, 
University of York 

Chancellor

 Contract for 
Innovation Centre 

signed

Air Products plc 
fi rst company to 
sign as tenant of 
Innovation Centre

Building work starts 
of Genesis – larger 
units designed to 
allow Innovation 

Centre residents to 
grow

Genesis opens 
doors

The domain 
name for the 
web search 

engine Google 
is registered

Apple unveils 
the first 

generation 
iPod portable 
media player

Prof. Kevin 
Warwick links 
his nervous 
system to a 
computer

IT Centre opened 
by Dr David Potter 

Chair of Psion

The first 
BlackBerry 
is released

1991 19931992 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

OUR
HISTORY

Smith & Nephew 
building topped 

out

World’s first 
mass-market 

electronic 
book

Professor Anthony 
Robards OBE 

appointed as Chair

Innovation 
Centre 

Extension 
opened 
by Susan 

Johnson OBE

Dr Robert Brech
appointed as 

Chair

Bio Centre 
opened by HRH 

The Duke 
of Edinburgh 

– 21st February

Innovation Centre 
opened by Ian 
Harvey, Chief 
Executive of 

BTG plc – 28th 
November
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2004 20062005 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Facebook 
launched

YouTube
launched

Helix House and
Quantum House 

open

Catalyst opens

Last chromosome of 
the Human Genome  

published

Centre for 
Hyperpolarisation in 
Magnetic Resonance 
opened by Sir William 
Castell Chairman of 
the Wellcome Trust

First iPhone 
unveiled

Kepler space 
observatory launched 

looking for extra-
solar planets

First trials using 
Human Stem 

Cells in treatment

Voyager1 
becomes the first 
man made object 
to leave the Solar 

System

Japanese maglev 
becomes first 600 

kilometres per 
hour train

Meresis Technology 
Ltd welcomed as 
100th residents

Cyber 
Associates 

join as 200th 
residents

Rang Media 
House become 

the 400th 
resident

University of York 
Nanocentre opened

York Plasma 
Institute 

Laboratories 
opened



ENVIRONMENT FOR
INNOVATING
Impact at the York Science Park is a result of innovation 
through knowledge transfer, facilities, services and the 
foundation of a creative environment.

Innovation permeates all areas of the Science Park from 
enabling small companies to innovate by providing managed 
facilities to the provision of specialised laboratory space to 
stimulate new areas of York’s economy.

OVERVIEW OF FACILITY

INNOVATION CENTRE
Innovation at York Science Park began with the opening of its first 

incubation building, the Innovation Centre, in 1995. Over the last 21 

years over 90 companies have used the Centre that lies at the heart 

of the Science Park and is home to the Science Park team. 

Combining specialist equipment, business support, office and 

administrative services, we support and encourage the start-up 

and growth of knowledge-based companies of all sizes. Residents 

benefit from direct access to the University of York’s Research and 

Innovation Office (page 10) helping businesses grow. 

Key to its success is the support small businesses receive, freeing 

them to concentrate on their core business rather than maintaining 

offices, creating the space entrepreneurs need to innovate.
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133 
HOURS SAVED ON 

ADMIN PER YEAR 

FOR TENANTS1
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1 British Insurance Brokers’ 
Association (BIBA) survey, 2015

13,008 

VISITORS THIS YEAR

57
COMPANIES USING 

VIRTUAL OFFICE SPACE



OVERVIEW OF FACILITY

BIO CENTRE
Opened in 2003, the Bio Centre was the first building of its type 

on a science park in the UK and enabled York Science Park to offer 

laboratory space for the first time. The Bio Centre is a place of 

innovation for biotechnology and healthcare companies that offers 

access to unrivalled facilities on-site, research at the University  

of York and a growing cluster of other bio focused companies  

on-site and across Yorkshire.

What makes this facility so special is the opportunity to have office 

space adjacent to laboratory facilities with the ability to access 

a shared lab, cold room and fume hoods, plumbing and piped 

gasses. This innovative, flexible approach helps companies develop 

products and services quickly and has been responsible for the 

growth of many organisations including Avacta, Tissue Regenix,  

and the Biorenewables Development Centre.

CASE STUDY

BIORENEWABLES 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE
The Biorenewables Development Centre (BDC) is a research and 

development centre that provides industry with new processes to 

convert plants, microbes and biowastes into products. Spun out of 

the University of York, it uses cutting-edge science and technology 

to bridge the gap between academia and industry. The BDC has 

used the excellent laboratory facilities, networking opportunities 

and flexible space provided by the Park to support businesses 

in Yorkshire and beyond to embrace advances in the emerging 

bioeconomy through a unique combination of multidisciplinary 

biorefining expertise and open-access scale-up facilities.

Joe Ross, Director at BDC, highlights the importance of York 

Science Park to BDC and the regional push towards an innovative 

bioeconomy: “York Science Park has been vital in the growth of 

BDC, the Science Park team has been supportive, flexible and 

eager to help which enables us to concentrate on working with 

the University and industry to make significant improvements to 

the use of biorenewables. As we’ve grown, the flexibility of the 

laboratory space and availability of networking and meeting space 

at the Science Park has been invaluable and we have now grown 

to such a size we have expanded to our own buildings off site”.
£1.1B 

REGIONAL INCOME 

BY 2025 IN 

BIOECONOMY
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105,000  
EMPLOYED IN THE 

YORKSHIRE AND 

HUMBER BIOECONOMY

£12.5M 

OF GVA (GROSS VALUE 

ADDED) CREATED THROUGH 

BDC’S ERDF PROGRAMME



ENVIRONMENT FOR
GROWING
York Science Park has helped shape and grow the economy 
of York over 25 years, supporting its move towards a science-
based economy. From one resident company in 1993 the 
Science Park has grown to host 130 in 2016, creating over 
1,500 jobs and delivering £70 million of income to the local 
economy each year. A key indicator of our success is the rate 
of growth of businesses located at York Science Park with 89% 
reporting year on year growth in 2014-15.

OVERVIEW OF FACILITY:

THE CATALYST
The Catalyst, one of York Science Park’s newest facilities, supports 

the growing creative media, IT and digital sectors. Designed 

to encourage the growth and development of early stage 

companies, it is within easy walking distance of the University’s 

departments of Theatre, Film and TV, Computer Science, Law 

and Management, giving residents unique access to facilities and 

expertise. 
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UK V. YSPL
SME GROWTH
2014 –2015
U K : 3 3 %
YSPL:89%

67% 
INCREASE IN TURNOVER FOR 

CATALYST RESIDENTS IN 2014-15

57% 
OF CATALYST RESIDENTS 

INCREASED NUMBER OF 

EMPLOYEES IN 2014-15 
2016 130
2010 83           
2003 34
1995 18        

1993 1         
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CASE STUDY:

MOOD INTERNATIONAL
Mood International, based at York Science Park since 1996, has 

grown from a team of five to a team of over 100 across three 

different UK sites. With its core research and development team 

based at the Science Park they have grown from incubation at 

the Innovation Centre to their own premises in 2001, with further 

growth requiring them to take on more incubation space in The 

Catalyst in 2015. 

Simon Smith, Chief Technology Officer, explains, “The York Science 

Park has been instrumental in allowing us to grow in such a 

sustained way. The facilities available and access to research and 

funding through the unique ties with the University have given us 

the ability to create a company that has been recognised for its 

impact through three Queen’s Awards for Enterprise.”

5–100 
GROWTH IN 

EMPLOYEES IN 

20 YEARS
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ENVIRONMENT FOR
LEARNING
“A fundamental aim of York Science Park is to stimulate 
technology transfer by providing knowledge-based facilities 
and direct links to the University of York.” First York Science 
Park newsletter, summer 1994.

From its forward-looking formation in 1991, York Science Park 
has provided a route for businesses to access cutting edge 
academic research and support, building a name for York 
as a Science City and attracting large and small businesses 
from the UK and beyond. As the UK has moved towards 
a knowledge economy, the role that universities play in 
economic growth continues to increase and the Science Park 
has taken a lead in supporting knowledge and technology 
transfer from academia to industry and vice versa.

“TH
E K

N
O

W
LED

G
E O

F A
LL 

TH
IN

G
S IS PO

SSIB
LE.”  

LEO
N

A
R

D
O

 D
I V

IN
C

I

£500M 
INVESTED BY THE UNIVERSITY 

OF YORK IN WORLD-CLASS 

RESEARCH FACILITIES

2,00
0+

UK AND GLOBAL RESEARCH STUDENTS 

PURSUE INNOVATIVE RESEARCH 

ALONGSIDE WORLD-LEADING ACADEMICS

£82K+ 

IN EU GRANTS TO RESIDENT  

COMPANIES IN 2014-15
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CASE STUDY:

RESEARCH INNOVATION OFFICE
Based in the Innovation Centre, the Research Innovation Office 

supports links between research within the University of York and 

businesses supporting innovation and growth through the transfer 

of knowledge.

Dr Mark Mortimer, Director of Research and Enterprise for the 

University of York, based in the Innovation Centre at the Science 

Park, explains: “The Research and Enterprise Directorate has grown 

alongside the Science Park and is part of the same drive to support 

innovation in businesses and enable industry to access cutting edge 

research. The Science Park provides a fantastic bridge between 

academics and industry with the facilities on the Park making it 

easy to initiate collaboration”.

Companies on the site access a wealth of support, from the use 

of specialist facilities, access to grant funding to professional 

development courses. In a drive to increase knowledge transfer 

the University is supporting resident companies with internship 

programmes, grant opportunities, research project management 

and continuing professional development.



OVERVIEW OF FACILITY:

PARK 
CENTRAL
Much of the sharing of ideas 

and business to business 

support York Science Park 

nurtures takes place in the 

specially designed communal 

areas in each site including 

specifically designed chill-out 

spaces. Key to this approach is 

Park Central Café, designed as a 

place to network, meet visitors 

and generate networking 

opportunities. 

To facilitate business to 

business learning, the Science 

Park team provides regular 

networking and business 

support events and clubs 

leading to collaboration and 

new ventures, new working 

relationships and social 

activities.

SUPPORTING

RESIDENTS
York Science Park residents are able to take advantage of numerous 

types of support through learning from others:

A�
Knowledge Transfer Partnerships – a partnership between business, 

University and a graduate to improve competitiveness, productivity, 

performance and profitability by tapping into the knowledge, skills 

and expertise in University departments. 

A�
Internships – over 20 University of York interns have worked in 

companies based at York Science Park in the last three years 

creating lasting links with University departments and linking 

research to the world of work.

A�
Sharing knowledge – residents often share ideas and inspiration 

such as the Biorenewables Development Centre providing free 

analysis services to residents including Aptamer Group.

A�
Access to funding – in 2014-15 residents accessed more than 

£82,000 in Innovation Vouchers from the European Development 

Fund.

11
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OUR  
IMPACT 1 The local income and employment gains 

attributable to the University of York: 
Estimates for 2014/15, University of York

BUILDINGS 
ON THE 
PARK IN 
2016

ACRE
SITE AND 
SPACE ON 
CAMPUS 
EAST IN 2016

(140,000 SQ FT) OFFICE AND 
LABORATORY SPACE IN 201621 14 13,000 m2

OVER £70 MILLION 
OF LOCAL INCOME IS 

GENERATED AS A RESULT 
OF YSPL EACH YEAR

£70M
COMPANIES IN 2016

130 OVER 1,500 JOBS  
ARE SUPPORTED EACH  

YEAR BY YSPL1

1,500



OUR MANAGED 
BUILDINGS

INNOVATION
CENTRE

BIO
CENTRE

IT 
CENTRE ENTERPRISE

HOUSE

Opened by Ian Harvey, 
Chief Executive of BTG plc 

– 28th November 1995

30,635 sq ft 
of office and 

laboratory space

Extension opened 
in 2001 by Susan 

Johnson OBE

Opened 
2008

Opened by HRH The 
Duke of Edinburgh 

– 21st February 2003

3,200 m2 (34,000 sq ft)  
of office and  

laboratory space

Opened 2010 
as part of new 
Campus East

Opened by  
Dr David Potter CBE –  

6th October 2003

2,700 m2 
(29,500 sq ft)  
of office space

1,796 conferences 
and meetings 

this year



THE 
CATALYST

180 jobs

Second extension of 
further office space, 2007 85 jobs

1,300 m2 
(13,500 sq ft)  
of office space

Currently
4 resident 
companies

Currently 10  
resident companies

78 Jobs

2,800 m2 
(29,700 sq ft) 
of office space

Currently
27 resident 
companies

152 Jobs

Currently
24 resident 
companies 215 Jobs

Currently
30 resident 
companies

13,008 visitors 
this year

57 companies using 
virtual office space



2 British Insurance Brokers’ 
Association (BIBA) survey 2015

3 BIS report, 2015

15OUR  
RESIDENTS

YSPL SMES 
SURVIVING 

BEYOND  
FIVE YEARS

YSPL SMES 
REPORTED 

GROWTH IN 
2014-15

HOURS SAVED ANNUALLY2 
BY YSPL TENANTS ON 

ADMIN

133UK SMES 
SURVIVING 
BEYOND 
FOUR YEARS

45%80%
UK SMES 
REPORTED 
GROWTH IN 
2014-153

33%89%

LONGEST 
RESIDENCY 
IN YEARS AT 
THE PARK

AVERAGE  
YEARS OF  
TENANCY 
FOR 
RESIDENTS

COMPANIES SUPPORTED  
OVER 25 YEARS4 16 424

Co
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ENVIRONMENT FOR
INSPIRING
Creating an inspirational environment and enabling residents 
to get inspiration from one another has always been vital to 
the success of York Science Park. By working with partners 
across York, the Park has helped inspire a change from the 
1980s when the economy of York was based on chocolate 
manufacturing and the railways to a forward looking city 
known for its thriving science and technology sector and 
burgeoning bioeconomy.
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1,796 
CONFERENCES 

AND MEETINGS 

THIS YEAR



17

CASE STUDY:

YORK DATA SERVICES
York Data Services (YDS) joined York Science Park as one of the 

first residents of the IT Centre and were commissioned to install 

future-proof network and ultra-fast internet connectivity during 

its build. Their expertise in delivering the UK’s fastest broadband 

solutions inspired the Park management to work with YDS 

to bring the same level of connectivity to all buildings giving 

residents a distinct advantage with a host of on-demand services.

Mark Fordyce, Managing Director at York Data Services, 

explains the importance of York Science Park to his company: 

“What attracted us to the Science Park initially was the buzz 

of new ideas and developments with the IT Centre about to 

open following the success of the Bio Centre and the thought 

that we could be part of this inspirational drive changing York 

from a chocolate and tourism city to part of a new knowledge 

economy”. 

CASE STUDY:

IDEAS GROUP
Nick Townend, Managing 

Director of the Ideas Group, 

has worked with York Science 

Park since 1994 including 

involvement on various 

branding and fit out projects. 

The Ideas Group is now based 

in the Innovation Centre (page 

06) where the team works 

to inspire clients and others 

through the use of great design.

Ann Gurnell, Marketing 

Manager, says, “What makes 

York Science Park such a 

great place to be based is 

the inspiration you get from 

working in great buildings 

with great support and great 

contemporaries. The flexibility 

we have to change our 

environment alongside the 

excellent networking gives 

the place a real feeling of 

progress”.

2000
 

YORK SCIENCE PARK 

BECAME THE FIRST OF ITS 

TYPE TO OFFER GIGABIT 

INTERNET CONNECTIONS

OVERVIEW OF FACILITY:

IT CENTRE
Opened in 2003 the IT Centre was built to inspire a new generation 

of IT focused companies. From day one it boasted some of the 

highest speed internet connections in the UK and has been 

designed to offer excellent security and high end ICT infrastructure 

throughout.

By bringing together a cluster of IT companies York Science Park 

has helped inspire a growing community of IT and media focused 

professionals in York with creative and digital businesses being the 

biggest area of economic growth in the city. 

400 

BUSINESSES RECEIVING  

INTERNET AND CLOUD 

SERVICES IN THE UK  

AND USA FROM YDS
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ENVIRONMENT FOR
LEADING
Smith & Nephew were the first company to have offices 
within the Park that has been home to 424 resident 
companies, leading investment and growth in York. 

The world-class facilities, access to research and 
transportation links have ensured that the original vision 
for York Science Parks has been met and it is seen as a 
model for other Science Parks across the UK.
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600

MILES OF THE BRITISH ISLES  

SOUTH-WEST COASTLINE HAVE BEEN 

SURVEYED BY IIC IN THE LAST TWO YEARS

BUSINESS ANALYSIS

BIORENEWABLES

GAMING

DESIGN

MEDIA

GEOSPATIAL DATA

IT INFRASTRUCTURE

MEDICINE

CONTINUED PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

YORK SCIENCE PARK IS HOME TO  
SECTOR-LEADING COMPANIES WITHIN:

CASE STUDY:

IIC TECHNOLOGIES
The need for geospatial data, (photography from aircraft, UAV 

or tripod based platforms, digital mapping, 3D laser scanning 

and topographic survey of terrestrial, land, structures, 

architectural and heritage buildings), is a rapidly growing 

industry as organisations look for more precise and versatile 

survey solutions. IIC is one of the leading companies in 

this field and uses the latest technologies to enhance data 

capture, accuracy and product quality.

IIC moved to York Science Park following the opening of 

The Catalyst as Steve Sawdon, Director at IIC explains, “York 

Science Park is the ideal place to be located for the company 

within the UK as it brings together the best of modern and 

high tech facilities together with good transport links in a city 

considered to be the UK’s heritage capital”.
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CASE STUDY:

GAMESPARKS
GameSparks provides industry-

leading support for game 

developers. Recognised by 

Microsoft as a key partner, the 

company helps game designers 

develop key components of 

games that are used by millions 

of people every day. 

York Science Park provides 

the ideal location for the 

development arm of this 

international company as Griffin 

Parry, COO and cofounder, 

tells us: “GameSparks relies 

on specialist knowledge, 

leading computer research 

and innovation to create our 

software. York Science Park 

is a great location for us to 

be due to its close links and 

access to the University of 

York’s world-leading computer 

department and the growing 

number of other software 

companies in York which helps 

our recruitment”.

30+ 
COMPANIES ARE IN SELF-

MANAGED ACCOMMODATION 

WITHIN YORK SCIENCE PARK

OVERVIEW OF FACILITY:

ENTERPRISE HOUSE AND 
INNOVATION CLOSE
Created as a home for companies that had outgrown the Innovation 

Centre, Innovation Close and Enterprise House have become home 

to larger companies that are seen as leaders in their sectors.

Piksel, York Data Services (page 17) and Mood International (page 

09) have all based themselves in their own offices within York 

Science Park to give them the same benefits as residents of the 

managed offices with room to grow, innovate and lead.

34M+ 

USERS OF APPS POWERED  

BY GAMESPARKS 
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OUR
FUTURE
It is clear from the technology changes we have seen over 
the last 25 years that the future is one we cannot predict. 
Today’s middle-aged adults grew up in a time before personal 
computers and experienced a slow trickle of new technology in 
their childhood compared to someone born in the 1990s who 
saw computers speed up by a factor of 50 between 1990 and 
2000, before evolving into phones.

It is not difficult to imagine a world of self-driving vehicles, 3D 
printing, artificial intelligence and people living on Mars within 
the next 25 years. To make this possible we need to inspire 
our businesses with research and offer them the space and 
resources they need to innovate and grow.

To ensure York helps lead future developments and builds a 
booming economy, York Science Park will continue to evolve 
and innovate, delivering the facilities, support and services 
needed by the innovators and leaders of the future.

The need for us to “stimulate technology transfer by providing 
knowledge-based enterprises with purpose-built facilities and 
direct links to the University of York” has never been greater and 
we look forward to taking this vision into the future by learning 
from and building on our first successful 25 years.
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CASE STUDY:

MERIDIAN LINE FILMS
As technology shrinks the world it will become more and more 

common to work globally. This is already being seen at York 

Science Park where Meridian Line Films specialises in producing 

award-winning videos about China for an online audience.

The ideal location of offices with access to the University of York’s 

Theatre, Film and TV department on the new Campus East has 

helped the company grow quickly, expanding to a second office 

within three months of launching. Meridian Line Films uploads 

a video every Wednesday to its YouTube channel, China Icons, 

which has a lively and growing following on Facebook, Twitter and 

Instagram.

Liz McLeod explains the relevance of York Science Park for Meridian 

Line Films: “The Science Park has been an excellent place to launch 

a new company, its location near road and rail links is ideal, it has a 

vibrant community with the ability to link with enthusiastic students 

and the facilities here help to reinforce our professional, forward 

looking image to clients across the globe”.

1.3M 

VIEWS AMASSED FOR 

CHINA ICONS’ YOUTUBE 

CHANNEL MANAGED BY 

MERIDIAN LINE FILMS
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THANKS TO OUR
SPONSORS
Our 25th Anniversary has been an excellent opportunity 
for us to look back and recognise all those who have 
helped to contribute to our growth. We would like to 
acknowledge those who have been involved in our 
development, and those who have contributed to our 
25th Anniversary project.

University of York 
Research Innovation 

Office

Supporting and 
developing research, 

knowledge transfer and 
impact activities

www.york.ac.uk

Bailey Cooper 
Photography 

An award winning  
photographer

www.baileycooper.co.uk

Piksel 
 

Building, delivering  
and supporting  

successful online  
video businesses for  
world leading brands

www.piksel.com

Climatix  
Group 

Heating, ventilation,  
refrigeration and  
air conditioning  

specialists  

www.climatix-group.com

Safeway  
Security 

Security system  
specialists keeping  

homes and  
businesses secure 

www.safewaysecurity.com

Science City  
York  

Supporting  
Bioscience,  

Creative, Digital  
and IT businesses

www.scy.co.uk

Regent  
Samsic 

Cleaning, security  
and facilities  
management  

support 

 
www.regentsamsic.com
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York Science Park Ltd
Innovation Centre
Innovation Way
Heslington
York YO10 5DG

INNOVATING
GROWING
LEARNING
INSPIRING
LEADING

CELEBRATING  
25 YEARS

Tel: 01904 435100  
Email: enquiries@yorksciencepark.co.uk 
yorksciencepark.co.uk

 @yorksciencepark
 york-science-park-ltd




